
Minutes: Mental Health & Recovery 
Board of Portage County 
155 E. Main St., Kent 

Monday, May 13, 2024 
6:30 PM 

Members Present: Albert Barber, Janice Hambleton, Audrey Kessler, Jeff Langstaff, Iris Meltzer, Roy 
Mosley, William Nome, Emily Schmidlin, Scott Swan 

Members Not Present for Board Meeting: Denise DePerro, La Tesha Dukes, Jennifer Schumm 

Board Staff Present: John Garrity, Karyn Kravetz, George DeBord, Rebecca Rood, Gina Greenhalgh, Linda 
Hankins, Laura Dotts 

Guests: Children's Advantage: Kathy Regal, Bob King; Coleman Health Services: Bill Russell; Axess Family 
Services: Mark Frisone, Greg Musci, Renee Klaric; Townhall /1: Tammy Hunter; Hope Town: Ted St. John 

William Nome called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM. 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 

1. Introductions and rollcall

The Quorum was met with 9 members present.

2. Staff reports: Regional/state/local issues

a. Director's Report: A Director's Report was sent out in the Board mailing the week prior to this
meeting. A copy of the report is on file with these minutes. John Garrity reviewed and updated the
report.

We are requesting approval of the FY25 Provider Agency Budgets. The majority of the contracts for
FY25 reflect "flat funding", in other words, our available funding for contracts for FY25 is the same as
FY24. New funds from our recently passed levy will become available for increased funding in FY26.
Details of the individual contract items are included in the Finance Agenda motions.

Hal Farrier has informed us of his decision tQ retire from the Board of Directors. Hal has served the
Mental Health & Recovery Board of Portage County for over thirty years as Associate Director,
Executive Director, and most recently as a Board member. We thank him for his dedicated service
and wish him the best!

OH MAS was suddenly cut off from access to Medicaid data. Board and agency access to this data is
vital for billing. The right to access this data was established in a lawsuit several years ago. County
boards have been meeting with OHMAS regarding this development.

We are looking to recruit new board members.

The June board meeting will be held on the 3rd Monday in June (6/24) rather than the usual 2nd 

Monday. Both John Garrity and George De Bord will be out of town on 6/17. The board office budget
for FY25 needs to be passed in June, so the June meeting can't just be cancelled.

b. Community Relations Report: A Community Relations report was sent out in the Board mailing the
week prior to this meeting. A copy of the report is on file with these minutes. Karyn Kravetz reported.

May is Mental Health Awareness month. There have been a lot of events around the county. 15
individuals completed the CIT Spring training.

c. Director of Compliance and Quality lmprovE..,nent Report: A report was sent out in the Board mailing
the week prior to this meeting. A copy of the report is on file with these minutes. Rebecca Rood
reported.

Agencies were contacted regarding new reports the State was requiring for SOS 3.2 in addition to the
reports they already requested in March. All the required reports were compiled and submitted in a
timely manner.

Additional contracts were created based on recently approved motions.

Rebecca worked on the policy tracker she created and worked with Laura on organizing all the
personnel policies into a personnel policy manual. Each board employee has received the
completely updated personnel policy.

Rebecca continued to research information for new policies and created new policies for those
policies that were suggested by the COQ surveyors and one that was suggested internally.










